CHAPTEB I
EARLY TRIBAL WARS
I
'THE Germans are a militant and aggressive people/
This remark, made by an Englishman, was not
uttered in any censorious or consciously superior
tone. For the speaker went on to admit that the
English themselves were originally Germanic ip
origin, manifesting all the belligerent characteristics
of their Continental kin. This is true; and if the
English have outgrown their primal bellicosity and
have become peace-loving, their freedom from the
war-spirit is largely due to the facts that the sea has
given them security, and the possession of sea-power
an empire.
In sharp contrast to the insular security of England,
and to the clear definition of her frontiers by the
circumambient ocean, is Germany's exposure to
attack from every quarter of the compass, and her
complete lack of natural boundaries. Particularly on
the east and on the west have her frontiers fluctuated
widely. Eastward in the early Middle Age Ger-
manic tribes roamed dominantly as far as the Vistula.
Westward, in the days of the Prankish ascendancy,
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